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The Rolling Thunder Robotics team jusT completed ifs second year in the woridwide FIRSY Robotics
fompetition. The feam, o portnership between Morpis BFCD and Penfield High School, is led by mentors
from BF {ommunications. This year's mentors were: Adzim Auzar, Eric Averill, Amy Downs, Koren Fellows,

Dough Hitchosck, Larey Lewis Jr., Mike OBrien, %am O Tapie, Eric Peach, Josh Schmiedin, and Sary
Schwenck. They dedicated Their fime ond skills to develop and build a robet, while inspiring hig
students about the world of engineering.
In addition, the students and The Harris menters give demonstrotions of Technolog ¥
in the Rochester area. provide countless hewrs of community service projects, and act as @%‘%‘%ﬁmsﬁd@m
spreading the words of "gracieus professionalism”, the maontro of the FIRST orgonization.
goranym, "For Inspiration ond Recognition of Sclence ond Technolosy,” wos storted by Dean Kamen, inventor
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of the Segway Human Trensporter and other innovetive products. FIRST is designed to energize high schaool
studants 1o ook at science and technelogy in the same lght as a sperting event

With over 40 students, the "Relling Thunder” porticipated In two regional events and the world chompionship.
In March, the feam attended the Finger Lakes Regional competition heid at R.I.T. with 30 locol-arsa high
schools, where the team won the "Engineering Inspiration” award, which is the ;a:sﬁa‘:ﬁﬂi—h?g%% =t award given.

This award celsbrates s%s?s?ﬁﬁﬁiﬁg success in advancing a.qﬁ?”euiﬁ" on for engineering as an academic pursult
and caresr path. AT the Beston Regional, "Reling Thunder” won the "Imagery” Award, gives to the team

that had the best overall professional imoge including elemants such as the team's nome, logoe, attirs, and
pit/booth design. Both Harris and Penfield Hich School use red & black as their loge a‘?@?ﬁﬁ‘:’a‘ and the
students reolly have ioved dressing in red cameutiage outfits.

: of rzd comoufiage, froveied fo Atlenio 5A for the worldwide
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championships with over 300 other high scheo!l feams. More then 12,000 students, mentors, and friends of
FIRST crowded nto the Georglo Dome Tor three doys of robotics competition and Knowiledge-sharing gbout
the fun and rewaerding life of znoineering. As #ike O'Brien, one of the Herris mentors stated: "IT was fruly
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an amazing site To see aver 300 robots ol programmed to complete The same tasks, yet each robot had very
i

different uses of hordwore and soffware to gt that task accomplished ™ The teowm is solways looking for new
mentors. For mors information, visit wew penfieldrebotics com or contact Eim O Toele vig e-mail.
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