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Contents KICKOFF for the 2009 Game!

Rah Cha Cha

ltds the start of a .
Ruckus -

The 2009 game for the FIRSTRobotics
Competition was revealed worldwide

on Saturday, January 3rd. The Penfield
Preseason Reca High School / Harris RF Robotics Team
attended the oOkickof
along with many other teams from the
Rochester area.

FIRSTego
League

This yeards challeng: Rl LB
the 40th anniversary of the first moon
landing. The game will be played on a

low -friction floor, and the robots will

be equipped with low -friction wheels,

to simulate the reduced traction of the

lunar surface. Each robot will tow a
opayload trailer. &6 T

€
) . . Team member Sean Kemp with the robot
putting omoon r ocKks & drvetrain (foreground) and attached trailer, on

into opponentsd trai |the low -friction surface.

Immediately after kickoff, Team 1511 Over the next four weeks, the various
got into high gear & with only six parts of the robot will be prototyped,
weeks to design and build a robot, designed in CAD, assembled, and
thereds no time to witested By February 17th it will be
storming and preliminary design went ready to ship out to our first regional
on all weekend. Team 1511 decided to competition!

build a robot that can collect balls

either off the floor or from a human
Opayl oad specialistéd
balls. Inside the robot, a conveyor

system will carry the balls up high

enough to deposit them into

opponentsd trailers.

Watch the front page of our newsletter
for updates on our progress during
build season, and check out our photo
gallery at:
www.rollingthunder.smugmug.com.
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Team 1511 Newsl

Next time Hall oweden
dond6t t hi thikk Ruckus!d y

Visit our team website at

candy. For the www.penfieldrobotics.com, and

members of Team 1511 ; click on the pumpkin for the latest

dRol I ing Thujphets a - y ool ; information.

Hal |l oweden : 3 q
time for the Rah Cha
Cha Ruckus!

For most kids,
Hal | owe den
or-treat and lots of

This annual off-season
event is a chance for
teams to get together
and compete with their
robots. The 2008
Ruckus was held on
November 1st at the
Webster Thomas High
School. Team 1511
members were

instrumental in setting Kim O8Toole Eckhardt and Eric Eckhardt are
up the venue aheadof ready for robots and Halloweden.

time, acting as referees

and helpers, and

tearing down after the event.
Parents helped with concessions

crowd entertained.

and bringing snacks for the hard - The Rochester
working volunteers on the field. Democrat and
Chronicle

With off -season events, the
pressure is off and the fun is on! interviewed Team
Team members who WlSllmembersfor
the drive team in official FIRST an article and
competitions got the chance to video about the
drive the robot at the Ruckus. Ruckus. The event
Hal | oweden cost ume was free and apen
evidence everywhere. In addition to the public, to

to matches, events like the ever - help spread the
popul ar oPie in th message of FIRST

Team 151186s robot gets ready to
hurdling a ball across an overpass.
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FIRS1ego League

The 2008 Finger Lakes FIRST
Lego® League

Championship Tournament
took place on December 7th
at the University of

Rochester. More than forty
teams from around the area
attended despite the nasty
weather, and made the
Palestra nice and warm with
their gracious

professionalism. The theme
for this year,
Connections, 0
teams worked to preserve

our environment out on the
competition tables with their
robots, but also long before the
tournament when developing their
innovative projects and
presentations to give to the
judges.

l'tds not just
FIRST(For the Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and
Technology) Lego® League
program is about students having
fun and working together to learn
about and solve real world
problems. By participating in FLL
(FIRSTLego® League), they are
better prepared to enter FIRST
Robotics Competitions (FRC)
when they get to high school.

Every judge, referee, and
organizer at the tournament
participates as a volunteer, and
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Members of Team 1511 having a great time volunteering at

the FLL Tournament in December!

there are almost one hundred
needed to make this event
happen. Team
1511 did their
part this year
again with close
to twenty team
members
volunteering,
including almost
the entire referee
staff and two of
the judges! Because of their
contributions, elementary and
middle school students are able to
enjoy the FIRSTprogram as much
as the high school students,
mentors, and parents.

Many different awards are given
out to the FLL teams, covering all
aspects of their efforts. Awards for
things such as robot performance,

>

programming, design,
project presentation, and
spirit are given out. The
most prestigious award,
the Champions Award, is
given to the team that
impresses the judges most
in all aspects of their
criteria, and that best
exemplifies the values of
FIRST That team this year

came from the Churchville -

Chili Middle School.

The tournament ended with

a dance party in the field
house and an address from
tournament chairman and head of
Rochester FLL, Jack Motley. He

announced the theme for the 2009
FLL competition,
where teams will look to improve
the way we use transportation.
With so much energy and
intelligence, who knows what the
teams will come up with?




